few would require immediate attention. By the time I clear them it is lunch time. And by the time I finish lunch, it is 1:30 PM already. This is the time of the day to make a strong coffee and enjoy it in my office.
Interviewer: And the 2 PM block is now ready? Dr. Bean: Yes. This block is reserved for phone calls and more meetings with my students and post-docs. Sometimes we have committee meetings, or deal with University affairs such as teaching etc. On other occasions, I work on my latest manuscripts.
Interviewer: And what about the 4 -6 PM slot? Dr. Bean: Blocked again; religiously; to continue my work on grants. But we will come back to that in a moment. At 6 PM I have another look at the e-mail just in case there is a burning issue, and by 6:30 PM I am ready to walk back home, dinner at 7 PM, digestion by 8 PM, and work on cleaning out all of my e-mails between 8 and 10 PM. After that, see you tomorrow.
Interviewer: But don't you read anything, Dr. Bean? Dr. Bean: Of course I do! Nature and Science, cover to cover, but I keep this activity for when I travel. When I am at airports and on planes, I read, read, read.
Interviewer: Ok; but let us go back to grants for now. You seem to be spending about half of your best hours of the day with grants. Do you do this in certain months of the year? Dr. Bean: Yes, 12 months per year. There is no such a thing as I finished a grant; you finish one and you start a new one; it is a continuous, nonstop exercise.
Interviewer: Wow! I did not know that. How many grants are you submitting per year? Dr. Bean: About 20.
Interviewer: This sounds totally insane-do you need so much money? What is your success rate? Dr. Bean: Same as everybody else's. About a 5% success rate; we send in 20 and we would be lucky if we get one; and I need at least 3 active grants to cover my lab's expenses.
Interviewer: And what do you do with the grants that are not funded?
Dr. Bean: Same as everybody else. We throw them in a blue plastic bin, otherwise known as the recycle bin.
Interviewer: That's a shame, Dr. Bean. You just said that you spend your best time doing this and you now say that your best work ends up in the garbage? Dr. Bean: Yes, this is what I say. Interviewer: How much are you making per hour?
